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Introduction 

During last years many footwear companies have been dealing with the size conversion 

problem. Therefore, the working group ISO / TC 137 “Footwear - Sizing — Conversion of sizing 

systems” witch is accompanied by CT 57 CTCP, developed and emitted an International 

Standard ISO/TS 19407:2015 - Footwear - Sizing — Conversion of sizing systems. 

This Technical Specification comprises three shoe size conversion tables covering the major 

shoe sizing systems (Mondopoint, European and United Kingdom, as well as China, Japan and 

United States). The tables are based on measurement of foot length, this being the logical 

starting point for any shoe size marking system. The tables contain the following information: 

Table 1 — Adults’ technical shoe size conversion; 

Table 2 — Adults’ recommended shoe size marking (simplified); 

Table 3 — Children’s size conversion.  

 

ISO/TS 19407 with the included tables  offers a good compromise solution which will, if 

adopted, benefit the consumer. 

 

1. Adults’ technical shoe size conversion 

a) The Mondopoint system is defined in ISO 9407 and is based on foot length. The size grading 

intervals used with Mondopoint are given in DIN 66074-2:1975 as 5 mm (Range 1) or 7,5 mm 

(Range 2), both starting at zero. In practice, 10 mm intervals are commonly referred to as 

whole sizes and 5 mm intervals as half sizes. Intervals of 7,5 mm are used mainly for 

specialized footwear. China and Japan use the Mondopoint system for length designation; 

Japan sometimes expresses size in centimeters rather than millimetres. 

b) The European system (EUR) (previously known as Paris Points, French or Continental) is 

based on a size grading interval of 6,67 mm, starting at zero. This system may be interpreted as 

being based on last length or foot length depending on the country of origin, resulting in 

differences in shoe size markings. 

c) The United Kingdom system (UK) is based on a size grading interval of 8,47 mm, starting at 

101,6 mm (4 inches or equivalent to 12 size grading intervals). The first 13 sizes are referred to 

as children’s sizes; the scale then re-starts at size 1 for larger sizes. This system was originally 

developed with regard to shoe or last length but subsequently redefined in terms of foot 

length. 

d) The United States system (US) is based on a size grading interval of 8,47 mm, starting at 99,5 

mm (3 11 12 inches). The first 13 sizes are referred to as children’s sizes; the scale then re-



starts at size 1 for larger sizes. In practice, however, the US system corresponds directly to the 

UK system but with the addition of an arbitrary off-set of one size difference for men’s 

footwear and usually two sizes difference for women’s footwear. 

Table 1 gives precise conversion data utilizing mathematical relationships between the 

different scales based on an understanding of how the systems are generally implemented in 

practice. 

 

Table 1 — Adults’ technical shoe size conversion; 



 



 



 

  



 

2. Adults’ recommended shoe size marking (simplified); 

To simplify Table 1 and Table 2 for the practical requirement of shoe labelling, while retaining 

the highest degree of accuracy with respect to foot length, requires a knowledge of which 

system was used to manufacture and grade the footwear. 

Table 2 therefore gives the most accurate size conversions possible based on each of the three 

main sizing systems (Mondopoint, EUR or UK). It should be noted however, that even in this 

table, approximate size conversions have had to be used because the fundamental difference 

in size grading interval means that exact size conversions cannot be given to whole or half 

sizes. It is suggested that shoe labels might also reflect this information, for example, by use of 

bold font to indicate the size grading system used to manufacture the footwear, with the 

converted sizes following in plain font: 

 

Women’s Mondo EUR UK US 

240 38 5,5 7,5 

 

 

Men’s Mondo EUR UK US 

260 41 7,5 8,5 

 

 

Table 2 — Adults’ recommended shoe size marking (simplified); 



 

  



 

3. Children’s size conversion 

Shoe size and typical effective last length are based on foot length plus a toe allowance of 8 % 

of foot length. 

The US system is based on the UK system but with the addition of an arbitrary offset of usually 

half a size difference for children’s footwear. 

 

Table 3 — Children’s size conversion 



 

 

 

  


